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Research indicates that among the primary barriers to tertiary institutions enrollment lies in the financial outlay necessary for attendance which mostly affects low-income earners (Matthew, 2011).  Private and public higher learning institutions such as Lamar University attempt as efficiently as possible to help students meet enrollment goals. Private colleges as a way of optimizing financial aid often prefer resetting tuition or minimize the discount rate, while public institutions such as Lemar University often prefer minimizing tuition increases or limiting the aid expense. This paper will find the best solutions by which Lamar University can ensure that its Financial Aid helps it students.  
One of the best approaches to optimizing financial aid involves drafting a matrix. A matrix is essential as it helps in understanding how a learning institution’s financial aid policy works to accomplish the enrollment goals, this serves as a visual framework for the aid policy (Matthew, 2011).  A matrix, similarly to a map, not only gives the direction from one point to another, it also covers the whole scope and provides the different routes to reach the desired destination, the starting point being the aid policy and the destination being the achievement of the enrollment goals. As the admitted-student pool grows, the route may need to change, this is where the matrix comes in handy to guide the institution’s enrollment cycle (Long, 2010).
There are a number of ways Lamar University can align its goals in accordance to the matrix. One method involve s adjusting the academic rank in order to factor in other characteristics. Another method  is to develop supporting matrices with smaller or bigger awards for distinct student populations (Long, 2010). 
Lamar university should ensure that the following aspects are considered in their policy development work and aid model, these include:
1. Yeilds rates expected by the award type such as nee, scholarship and merit.
2.  Key metrics in the past and how they have predicted enrollment.
3. Assumptions on need levels, profile and size of the admission pool in the coming cycle.
4. The yeild rates of scholarship in comparison to recent years. 
While redesigning the financial aid strategy, it is important for Lamar University to follow some do’s these include:
1. Understanding that the purpose of the employing financial aid is to achieve enrolment goals.
2. Using input from a person close to the data such as the enrollment manager to assess how the aid policy will be designed.
3. Take necessary steps to acquire resources that meet the threshold for use of aid.
4. Clearly articulate the goals to the enrollment team in order to commence a productive conversation.
From this paper, we learn that designing of a policy and information determines whether the policy will be efficient in elevating confusion. Need-based awards should also be prioritized over merit-based since affluent students may not be necessary the largest beneficiaries. A good framework will allow Lamar University to come up with a fool proof Financial Aid strategy that is effective and efficient.
Conclusion
Higher education plays a key role in the society. Higher education, in addition to offering public benefits such as civic engagement and an increased tax base, it also allows individuals to attain social and economic success. Skills and experiences obtained in post-secondary education reverberate in terms of better decision making especially health wise, lowers the chances of unemployment and present better opportunities in terms of higher earnings.
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